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been introduced as a part of general education into several
of our Universities and colleges. There may be some prac-
tical difficulty in arranging the details of an examination
in these sciences; but it is a difficulty which has, we
believe, been at some seats of learning already overcome.
We have no hesitation in recommending that there should
be at least one paper of questions relating to these branches
of knowledge.
We propose to include the moral sciences in the scheme
of examination. Those sciences are, it is well known,
much studied both at Oxford and at the Scottish Universi-
ties. Whether this study shall have to do with mere words
or with things, whether it shall degenerate into a formal
and scholastic pedantry, or shall train the mind for the
highest purposes of active life, will depend, to great
extent, on the way in which the examination is conducted.
We are of opinion that the examination should be con-
ducted in the freest manner, that mere technicalities should
be avoided, and that the candidate should not be confined
to any particular system. The subjects which fall under
this head are the elements of moral and political philoso-
phy, the history of the ancient and modern schools of
moral and political philosophy, the science of logic, and
the inductive method of which the Novum Organum is the
great text-book. The object of the examiners should be
rather to put to the test the candidate's powers of mind
than to ascertain the extent of his metaphysical reading. ,
The whole examination ought, we think, to be carried
on by means of written papers. The candidates ought not
to be allowed the help of any book; nor ought they, after
once a subject for composition has been proposed to them,
or a paper of questions placed before them, to leave the
place of examination till they have finished their work.
It is, of course, not to be expected, that any man of
twenty-two will have made considerable proficiency in all